—

Approved For Relegﬁﬁﬁ 13: CIA-RDP79;I'_Q1019A000200270001-9‘

18 August 196k
TO :
25X1AATTH
FROM @
SUBJECT: Guidance on the Release of Gravity Deta
25X1A Reterence: dated 5 August 16k
25X1A 1. The concern of for the nationsl security

interects involved in the releese of the gravity dates for the international
crustal research program is unquestiocmably correct. The Soviel Union
attaches the highest security importance to gravity data and has suceess-
fully and consistently denied them to t international scilentific com-
mmity. No one knows this better than | | and it iz this
svareness that is implied in his three proposal alternstives to gain access
to the gravity data.

2. The legal mspects governing the release of strategic data have

been discussed with en officlal of the Department of Commerce to ascertain

25X1A

current Depsrtmentsl policy in its implementaticn of Public Law 87-515, the
Export Control Act of 1949, as amended. The Department, as a result of
prescure fram the scientific community when preparations were underwey for
the Intersational CGeophysical Year, hms been forced to exclude bacic
seientific informmtion, such as gravity data, from export licencing require-
ments. On the other hand, the Department emcourages the withholding of
unclassified strategic information wherever poseible, but the final Judgment
must be made by emch individuml possescing such informetion. To assist the

25X1A

in thie judgment, the attached paper may be shown to personnel
V. T appropriate clearance.

3. The request by:boses 8 difficult dilemme -- the legitimate
interests of science versus the interests of national security.
desire to obtain date under alternstives (1) and (2) for complete disclosuxe
under the intermational program would be mquestionably against the national
jnterest. On the other hand, but without presuming to influence the final
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decision of WL:& could see a practicsl possibility under the
+hird slterpative ©o - avallable for the delinsation of arustal

cross-secticns without the incorporation of either the point values O the
associste anomaly MEpS. We would, therefore, also sdvice against the dis-
closure of informetion for the proposed end-products: the 1:500,000 anamaly
paps and the 1° square mean snamaly values. These are the types of end-
products that the USSR continues to withhold from the world soientific
eaxpmity.

4. This suggested restriction on the use of US gravity dats is by no
weans @ purely negative act. It eould become a "lever” in the hands of &
US scientist since he can comfront the Boviet scientist with the consldersa-
tion of e possible guid-pro-quo exchange. When and 1T guch & possibilit:
were to develop, further guldance could be provided to eveluate ‘each

proposal.
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